March, 2016

South Lebanon Township

Community News
Calendar of Events
March 8 — Supervisors Meeting
March 21 — Planning Commission
March 22 — Supervisors Meeting
March 25— Good Friday
March 27 —Easter Sunday
March 28—Easter Observed
(Admin & Highway)
April 12 — Supervisors Meeting
April 18— Planning Commission
April 26—Primary Election Day
April 27 — Supervisors Meeting
May 10 — Supervisors Meeting
May 23 — Planning Commission
May 24— Supervisors Meeting
May 30—Memorial Day
June 14—Supervisors Meeting
June 27—Planning Commission
June 28—Supervisors Meeting
July 4—Independence Day
July 12—Supervisors Meeting
July 25—Planning Commission
July 26— Supervisors Meeting
August 9—Supervisors Meeting
August 22—Planning Commission
August 23—Supervisors Meeting
September 5— Labor Day
September 13—Supervisors
Meeting
Dates in bold print indicate days the
Township Administrative Office is closed.

Township Personnel
 David Eggert, Chairman

Record Snowfall Hits Lebanon Valley
After a mild December and beginning of January, Mother Nature dumped all the snow she
was stockpiling on January 24th/25th across the area. About 30 inches of the white powder fell.
We want to thank our residents for their patience while
our crew worked non-stop to clear the streets. Thanks
also to the many people who called to say thank you for a
great job.

BIG

A
thank you to the Highway Department for once again persevering in order to
clear the roadways in the Township to allow our residents to arrive at their destination
safely.

Director of Public Works

As of January 4, 2016, Ron Johnson is now the Township’s Director of Public
Works. He oversees the highway maintenance as well as sewer lines/pump
stations, street sweeping, leaf and green waste collections

Grass Clippings

The temperatures will soon start to warm up which means the grass will once again start
growing and we will begin hearing the hum of our neighbor’s lawn mower. A few reminders as we prepare for the season.
1. It is illegal to blow the grass clippings into the street. If you do, you are required to
clean them up when finished. Citations may be issued to those who violate the ordinance with a fine of up to $1,000 per day the violation continues. Do NOT dump your
clippings along the road or in a farmer’s field. Grass clippings in the street get washed
into the storm drain, clogging the system and causing flooding.
2. It is best to grasscycle. This is the practice of using a mulching mower and leaving the
clippings lay on the yard. They will decompose and act as a natural fertilizer.

 Stephen Krause, Vice Chairman
 Jonathan Beers, Supervisor
 James Loser, Manager
 Jamie Yiengst, Asst Manager
 Michael Lesher, Police Chief
 Ron Johnson, Public Works Dir
 Mike Kipp, Park Supt

New Employees
We have hired 3 new employees in the highway department. Pictured from right to left - Kevin Williams,
Eric Buckley and Ed Golias. If you see them out working on the roads give them a wave and welcome them
to the Township. We hope they are part of our
“family” for many years to come.
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South Hills Park ...

... is preparing to open for the season on March 20th, weather permitting. So get ready to come out to
the Park and enjoy some fresh air and sunshine after this winter’s snow and cold!
A BIG THANK YOU to the employees at SPRINT for donating their time last October to help clean-up the
Park. SPRINT also donated $7,000 to buy new benches and picnic tables. Their generosity will surely help
us to maintain the beauty of South Hills Park.
Our employees also put in many hours to maintain our beautiful park. Please help make their jobs a little
easier by treating the park like it is your own backyard. Place trash and recyclables in the proper receptacles.

South Hills Park will be
receiving new benches this
year

Reservations are still required to use pavilions on weekends and Holidays. Fees remain $100 for pavilions
with electric and $70 for those pavilions without electric. Township residents receive a 50% discount ($50
& $35). To reserve a pavilion, call Bev at 274-0481.

Odds
& Ends
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT – Sponsored by the Fraternal Order of Police – Will be held at South Hills Park
on Saturday, March 26th beginning at 10:30 for children up to 12 years of age.
DOG OWNERS— Remember all dogs must be kept on a leash when not on your property. Anyone found
allowing their dog to freely roam the streets could be issued citations. And you MUST clean up after your
dog, this includes in your own yard. Failure to do so could also be cause for citations to be issued. Fines are
up to $300 per incident.
STRAY CATS—Stray cats may be taken to the Humane Society at their facility in Jackson Township during
their normal business hours. These cats must be trapped in a live humane trap. South Lebanon Township
will pay the required fee.

This should NOT be
your house

In an attempt to help alleviate the stray cat problem in the township, we ask that you do NOT feed stray
cats unless you are willing to clean up after them and take them in. It is more humane to trap them and
deliver them to the Humane Society.

Commercial Recycling Requirements

PA State law requires all commercial, municipal & institutional establishments within mandated communities to recycle high-grade office paper, corrugated paper, aluminum cans and leaf waste and any other items
required by the municipality. South Lebanon ordinance includes newspaper, clear & colored glass, bi-metal
cans and plastic bottles and jars. If you are a commercial establishment that does not currently have a recycling program, please contact the Township office at 274-0481 if you need help in establishing one. Or if you
need help expanding your program to include any of these items, you can call the Township Recycling Coordinator. Annual recycling reports for commercial/municipal/institutional/industrial establishments may be
required.

State law requires
businesses to recycle
cardboard

Tire Collection

On Wednesday, April 20, 2016, the Lebanon County Extension Office will hold it’s annual tire collection to
help prevent mosquito breeding grounds. The collection will be held at the Lebanon Expo Center from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. and is open to Lebanon County residents. Proof of address will be required. South Lebanon
Township has pledged funds for the collection. Up to 12 auto tires may be taken in at no cost to our residents as long as our pledge has not been depleted. If our township pledge is exceeded or a resident takes in
more than 12 auto tires, a fee of $3/tire will be charged. You may pre-register by Thursday, March 24th. Pre
-registration will be done on a first-come, first served basis and will allow you to arrive at your convenience
and not wait in line as long. Tires must be removed from the rims, drained of water, unburned and not excessively dirty.
To pre-register or for more information, please contact David Schmidt, Program Manager, e-mail dms68@psu.edu Pre-registration forms are also available at the Township building.

The Annual Tire
Collection will be
held
April 20, 2016
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Know what should go down the drain that is sewer safe

Grease/oil from
cooking is one of
the many things
you should never
put down the
drain

It’s simple, the toilet is only meant to flush the three P’s—pee, poop and paper. Human waste and toilet
paper should be the only thing going down the toilet. Unfortunately, over the years, people have turned
the toilet into a trash can. From medications and sanitary products to deceased pet fish and cigarette butts,
if it fits, people flush it. Flushing these types of items down the toilet causes home pipes to clog, wastes
water (up to 5 gallons of water every time you flush) and most importantly can have a huge impact on our
sewers and not to mention our ocean. Below is a list of items that people commonly flush that should not
be going down the toilet:
Sanitary napkins—Paper towels—Diapers—Baby wipes—Facial tissues—Kitty litter—Condoms—Dental floss
The only thing that should be going down the drain is what comes out of the faucet! The toilet is not the
only drain that people are using to get rid of unwanted waste; people are also known to use the kitchen
sink as a trash can. Since the invention of the garbage disposal, which claims to grind even the hard stuff
such as small bones and fruit peels, people have turned the sink drain into a common destination for kitchen waste. Again, as long as it fits, people throw it or pour it down the drain. Letting trash flow and go down
the kitchen sink (or any other drain in the house) may cause pipes to clog and can eventually lead to sewage spills that harm the environment. Here is a list of the most common things that people dump into their
sinks instead of disposing of them properly:
Fats, Oils and Grease—Food—Coffee Grounds & Eggshells—Hair—Household Hazardous Materials (motor
oil, pesticides, paint solvents)
If your lateral clogs and you have a back up due to a clog AND raw sewage pours onto the sidewalk and/or
street it will be your responsibility to properly clean the area. Most important is to get the sewage discharge stopped. Call a plumber immediately as they can clear the blockage. DO NOT flush or put any additional water of any kind into your sewage disposal line. Protect the streets by putting sand to work as
blocks to help slow the sewage from going to the drains. When the flow has stopped, cover all resulting wet
areas with regular normal garden lime. It will help to neutralize the sewage. Owners must also know that
this is the law. Willful neglect of your sewer lateral and the resulting overflow will result in the issuance of a
citation.
Sewage Spills: Property Owner Information- A sewage spill is always a nasty surprise. Be aware of the basics and ways you might take preventative action. Be smart about what is or is not safe to flush down a toilet or drain.
Each property owner is responsible for maintaining the sewer line (lateral) from the property to the connection with the Township’s sewer main. The lateral will often continue off the property out to the sewer
main, which is generally near the middle of the street.
For spills outside your home— Contact your utility or a registered septic tank contractor for clean up.— All
collected sewage must be disposed of in a DEP approved site.— Minor spills requiring immediate attention
may be disinfected with regular garden lime from a garden shop. Follow the lime container’s label instructions for personal protective equipment needed.— Sprinkle the lime onto the spill so the spill is dusted
mostly white on the surface. If the residue is thicker in some places use a rake to mix the lime and the residue.— After a day, rake up the thicker residue and place it in a trash bag for disposal with the other trash.
Use a sprinkler or hose to water the lime and residue into the soil.
Let the area dry in the sun a day before allowing access. If there is still white lime dust visible on the yard,
water it in until the white dust is gone.
So, let’s keep our wastewater flowing and our oceans clean. Educate yourself and others. Know What 2
Flush and what to put down the drain. Protect our storm sewers and environment!

Police Unity Tour

Each year since 1997, the Police Unity Tour has taken place to raise public awareness of law enforcement
officers who have died in the line of duty and to ensure their sacrifice is never forgotten. In 2016 over 1,900
tour members, representing over 40 states will arrive at the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in
Washington D.C. on May 12th. One of the riders will once again be South Lebanon Township Officer Sean
McCarrick. This will be Officer McCarrick’ s 4th year participating. They ride the long and challenging route
from Florham Park, NJ to Washington over a 4 day period. Their motto: We ride for those who died.
Good Luck
Officer McCarrick!

To learn more about the tour or to show support of Officer McCarrick by way of a small donation, check
their website at www.policeunitytourchapter9.com
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Recycling News

Recycling of newspaper, clear & colored glass, plastic bottles & jars and aluminum & bi-metal cans is mandatory in the township. Commercial establishments must also recycle office paper and cardboard. All residential
recycling is collected by your refuse hauler at least every 2 weeks. Cardboard that is clean (no food or grease,
etc.) may be placed in the dumpster on State Drive at the entrance to the South Hills Disc Golf Course. Boxes
MUST be flattened and placed INSIDE the dumpster. Anyone caught dumping cardboard outside the dumpster will be cited. Recycling cans are available at the township building for residents.
Phone books, old cell phones and ink cartridges may be dropped at the township building for recycling.
Old computers, TVs and phones can be taken to the Electronics Drop Center at the Greater Lebanon Refuse
Authority on Russell Road free of charge. Appliances are NOT accepted. Call Amy at 867-5790 for details and
hours of operation. More information is also available on our website.
Household Hazardous Waste can be disposed of once a year for $15 through the GLRA program. Call 1-800449-7587 for more information or to arrange a pick-up.
Yard waste can be taken to the North CORNWALL Township facility after obtaining a permit. The cost is $30/
yr. for unlimited use or $4/bag or container of not more than 30 gallons. To obtain a permit you must stop at
the South Lebanon Township office to get a Residency Verification form which you take to North Cornwall.
Those acquiring the yearly permit will also be charged a $5 deposit for the key card. This deposit will be returned to you when you return the key card. North Cornwall does not accept cash payments.

Recycling containers are
available at the
Township building

Any questions about recycling should be directed to the Township Recycling Coordinator at 274-0481. Or
through email at sltownship@comcast.net

Spring
Yard Waste Cleanup
This curbside collection is intended for routine yard cleanup only. It is not intended for major landscaping
cleanup such as tree and shrub removal. Items collected during this cleanup include garden plants, green
hedge trimmings, ornamental grasses, tree branches and leaves.
This year’s Spring Cleanup will begin at 7 a.m. on April 18th (weather permitting). If this changes, it will be
posted on our website and notifications will be sent to those who have signed up. All items for collection must
be curbside by this time. The crew will only make one trip around the township. Please do not put your yard
waste in the street prior to April 11th. Piles should also be kept away from parked vehicles, sign posts, mail
boxes, trees, fire hydrants, fences, etc.
Any piles containing trees that have been cut down, grass clippings, rocks, garbage, trash, animal feces, roots
or dirt will not be collected. You will then be responsible for disposal. Anything in bags or containers will not
be collected, except in the Hebron area. Only a pickup truck bed sized load will be collected from each residence. If the pile is too large, it will be the responsibility of the property owner to dispose of the remainder.

Time to trim
your trees

State law requires branches over the road to have at least a 14’ clearance. In addition any vegetation along a
street or sidewalk must be trimmed at least 1’ back. Now would be a good time to check your trees and bushes and trim what is necessary.
Any questions on this program should be directed to Phyllis at 274-0481 or sltownship@comcast.net

Street Sweeping
Another snowy winter had the highway crew out spreading salt and anti-skid. Now that Spring is on the way,
we have scheduled our annual street sweeping to begin on April 25th, as long as the Spring clean-up goes as
planned. Since we now have a street sweeper, we may sweep again this summer.. You can check our website
or sign up for notifications to keep up-to-date on this issue.

The Highway
Crew is thankful
for our new
sweeper.
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Fire Department News
If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, stop by one of the fire companies or contact the
Township office at 717-274-0481. All fire companies regularly train on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m.

Friendship has a
new rescue truck

Hello from the Friendship Fire Company. It has been a busy few months for us here. We have an excellent
new cook at the club and business has been very good. Make sure to sign up for some of the legendary
Friendship filling for Easter dinner. We will have our spring filling sale Good Friday March 25th. If you want
to make sure to get some filling remember to pre-order at the club or with a member.
We received delivery of a brand new 2015 KME Heavy Rescue truck just before Christmas and have been
busy getting it ready to serve the residents of South Lebanon Township and the surrounding areas. This
truck is a little bigger than our old rescue which was a 1994 E-One. The old rescue gave us many good years
of service but as the automotive world has been changing we have to continue to change the equipment we
carry to be able to deal with the wider variety of vehicles out there. Also as the business park on State Drive
has expanded in those 21 years, we find ourselves in need of carrying some newer and more advanced rescue tools. We have spent many hours planning this new rescue to be able to handle the ever changing needs
of the fire service for years to come. We are excited to be able to provide rescue service to the residents of
South Lebanon and are dedicated to continue our training to become better at delivering the highest quality
service we can. We are working on having an official housing celebration so watch for news to be announced
regarding dates and times.
If you are in the area of our station and the doors are open, feel free to stop in and say hello. We enjoy
getting to know our neighbors better and we are always ready to talk about fire safety or anyway that you
feel we as a fire company can better serve the residents of our community.

Thanks to our residents and businesses for a super job of recycling in 2013! We have received a grant from the State for $17,250 to help defray our recycling costs. This will help us
to continue the green waste and leaf collections.

The deadline to submit an article, coming event or a suggestion for the September newsletter
is August 12, 2016.

Understanding Your Sewer Billing

Keep this stub as
your receipt and
mail the larger
portion to us
with your payment

QUARTERLY BILLING:

FEBRUARY – MAY – AUGUST – N0VEMBER

AMOUNT DUE: 1st line
2nd line
# GALS
ACCOUNT #
INVOICE #
DATE OF BILL:
SERVICE TO:
PENALTY AFTER:

Current Amount due followed by the letter S
Past due or Credit Amount followed by a letter A
Total gallons of water used in the quarter (15 = 15,000 gallons)
(4) four or (5) five digit number located in the shaded area
(6) six digit number in the shaded area (changes each quarter)
Mailing Date - payment is due no later than 30 days from this date
Last date of the Quarter (3/31/YR - 6/30/YR - 9/30/YR - 12/31/YR)
Payment due by this date to avoid a 10% penalty added to Amount Due
Delinquent accounts more than 30 days receive letters which could result in additional fees plus shut off of service.
The address of the sewer account

SERVICE LOCATED AT:

Payments can be mailed or paid in person by cash or check. Another payment option is by Online Bill Pay set
up through your Bank.
If you have any question concerning your sewer billing, please contact Bev at 274-0481

South Lebanon Township
1800 S. 5th Avenue
Lebanon, Pa 17042-7999
Phone: 717-274-0481
Fax: 717-2741272
Email: sltownship@comcast.net
Web Site: http://www.twp.south-lebanon.pa.us
A Community of service.

Do You Know ...

Enter our contest. You
could win a free pavilion
rental at South Hills Park.

Thank you to everyone who is participating in our contest. The answer to the
September question was on the lawn or at a car wash. Congratulations to
Fran Kunath who won 2 reusable grocery bags and Maria Weaber who won
an LED night light. Check out this month’s question and search the newsletter
for the answer. When you find it, send the answer and page # along with
your name, address and phone # to sltownship@comcast.net or fill out the
bottom of this page and mail it to Phyllis McGann, South Lebanon Township,
1800 S 5th Avenue, Lebanon, PA 17042 before March 25th. 2 lucky names
will be drawn from all the correct entries received before March 25th. The
first name drawn will receive a free pavilion rental at South Hills Park. The
2nd name drawn will receive 2 CFL bulbs. Good luck! Township employees
and their families and the winners from the past 12 months are not eligible.

What did the Township receive from Sprint?

Name

Phone

Address
Answer(s)
Page #

